20
16

Annual Report
I want to thank our Portage County residents for their strong support of our Board levy in November 2016 that provides
funds to address mental health problems and substance use disorders. Since our local levies fund over 70% of our
budget, this community support is essential in maintaining our comprehensive array of services in the County for our
residents of all ages. Most of our local, state and federal funds purchase services through our four contract agencies:
Children’s Advantage, Townhall II, Family & Community Services, and Coleman Professional Services. Our board follows
a “recovery oriented system of care” that emphasizes empowering people and building on their strengths while
providing services ranging from prevention/education, crisis, treatment, to recovery supports.
This system of care also emphasizes active collaboration with other county organizations. For example, we are very
proud that our partnership with the Portage County Health District with Project DAWN was recognized as the county’s
“Best Health Public Initiative” for 2016 by Celebrate Portage. This collaboration also includes a county-wide community
health assessment that has resulted in the Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) that involves schools,
universities, our local hospital, service organizations, health departments and others. Two of the top priorities in the
CHIP are to prevent deaths from suicides and to prevent overdose deaths that have increased from 30 in 2015 to 47
last year. The overdose deaths are primarily from opiates that has created a community health problem across Portage
County and Ohio. We have a Portage Substance Abuse Community Coalition that is actively addressing the overdose
deaths through a combination of prevention, treatment, and advocacy efforts. But we know it will take our entire
community to end this deadly epidemic.
On an optimistic note, we live and work in a County that values and respects its residents and is willing to pull together
our collective wisdom and resources to address and solve problems. We look forward to all of us continuing to work
together as a team to erase stigma by viewing mental health and substance use disorders as health issues and by
supporting each other in our prevention, education, treatment and recovery activities in Portage County.

Joel Mowrey, PhD
Executive Director

highlights
2016
Public Health Award
The Mental Health & Recovery Board of Portage County
and the Portage County Health District received the
Portage County Public Health & Safety Initiative Award
for Project DAWN. The award was presented at Celebrate
Portage in September 2016 for work completed in 2015.
Project DAWN (Deaths Avoided with Naloxone) is a
community-based drug overdose prevention and
education program. It provides Naloxone kits to friends,
family, and community members who are in a position
to help someone nearing an overdose and preventing a
death.

Stepping Up
Portage County leaders attended the Ohio Stepping Up
Summit to learn about innovative efforts to reduce the
number of persons with mental health problems in jails.
Joel Mowrey, PhD, executive director of the Mental Health
& Recovery Board is chairing the Stepping Up Initiative for
Portage County. Stepping Up is part of a national effort
that looks to reduce the number of people with mental
illness in jail through collaboration of local community
partners from criminal justice, mental health, substance
abuse treatment, and law enforcement.

Community Awareness
The “Raising Awareness & Addressing the Opioid Epidemic in Portage County”
conference with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office hosted by the Board and the
Portage County Health District reviewed treatment options and included a
community engagement session. The Board, along with community partners, held
six community drug awareness & education events throughout the county, and
participated in several community advocacy events.

Prevention
The Board increased its commitment to drug prevention education with funding
for additional prevention specialists to teach drug prevention lessons in school
classrooms. Ohio Representative Sarah LaTourette visited with the Board and
Townhall II to learn more about the “Too Good for Drugs” and “Project Alert”
programs being implemented in the
Portage County schools. During the 20152016 school year, over 1500 students
were educated on drug prevention and
social-emotional skill building.

School personnel from each district in Portage County received training
on the Red Flags framework for comprehensive mental health education.
It incorporates an understanding of good emotional and behavior health,
an ability to recognize early warning symptoms, and knowing when and
where to ask for help.

The Suicide Prevention Coalition of Portage County
held the annual Survivors of Suicide Loss Day event in
addition to monthly support group meetings. The
Coalition is working on the mental health priority in
the Community Health Improvement Plan.

Crisis Response

The Incident Response Team of Portage County
and the Critical Incident Stress Management
teams joined forces to help those who are under
stress after witnessing a traumatic event.
Officer Stanley Siedlecki of Streetsboro Police
and Officer Dan Kalk of Aurora Police were
recognized as Crisis Intervention Team Officers
of the Year. This year, 17 officers completed the
annual CIT training.
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helping portage children & Adults
365 children and teens received treatment for trauma, emotional
problems, mental illness and substance use disorders.
1734 adults received treatment for trauma, emotional problems,
mental illness and substance use disorders.
33,436 contacts with people through the 24-HR crisis calls, information
and referral calls, incidents of walk-in counseling, crisis outreach and
screening for hospitalization.
291 adults were served in the Coleman Crisis Stabilization Unit.

Network of Agencies:

4277 youth and adults participated in prevention education programs.
768 students identified at risk and screened in all Portage County School
Districts through a program funded by the Board. 31% were identified as
having mental health issues requiring therapy and/or psychiatry services.

Children’s Advantage
Coleman Professional Services
Family & Community Services
Townhall II

Total revenue
Revenue
Sources for FY2016
fy2016
=
$6,221,674
Total Revenue = $6,221,674

Total Expenditures
fy2016 = $6,249,288

Total Expenditures for FY2016 = $6,249,288
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